We believe that a free, high quality public education is a
fundamental civil and human right that should be protected by
the United States Constitution.

We believe that the foundation and core of a democracy is an
informed and engaged populace, and that the development of
an informed and engaged populace requires a free, high quality
public school education for every child.

We believe that achieving a high quality public education for
all will require building popular support and coordinated action
amongst a diverse alliance of students, parents, teachers,
administrators, public officials, legal experts, community
members and organizations.

We believe that people who have historically been and are
presently excluded from high quality educational opportunities,
particularly people from poor communities, immigrant
communities, and communities of color, must play a leading role
in the vision, formulation, and actualization of the work to ensure
a high quality public education for all.

We believe that education is too important a public function to be
run by corporate and private interests with any bottom line other
than educational excellence for all students.
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QUALITY EDUCATION AS A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT

“Education either functions as an instrument which is used to facilitate integration of the younger
generation into the logic of the present system and bring about conformity or it becomes the
practice of freedom, the means by which men and women deal critically and creatively with
reality and discover how to participate in the transformation of our world.” - Paolo Freire



QUALITY EDUCATION AS A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS

_...,__.ﬁ e SRS “T— | Quality Education as a Constitutional Right (QECR) is a national organization QECR convenes conversations on the state of public education across
F officials, legal experts, and community members to transform American community, and the academy. These conversations give stakeholders
public education into an international model of excellence for all of space to discuss the problems and imagine solutions that would

America’s students. Through local organizing strategies that are school

and community based, QECR seeks to build public demand and political

will for a Constitutional Amendment guaranteeing all children the right to an
education that supports them to fully develop and use their talent, skills, and
intelligence to fulfill their dreams and contribute to the betterment of their
communities, the nation, and the world.

dramatically raise the floor of achievement for poor students and
students of color in these communities.

We have identified three outcomes for the community conversations:

1. Developing an understanding of the current crisis in public
education for students of color and poor students

2. Developing a collection of local initiatives, programs, and ideas

QECR's first national gathering was held at Howard University in Washington,
to address the crisis

DC in March of 2005. More than a hundred activists, scholars, students,
parents, and other community members spent two days discussing the state

of public education, components and characteristics of a quality education, 3. Developing national demands calling for high quality education
and how to ensure that a quality education is guaranteed to all America’s for all of America’s children

children. A coordinating committee formed out of that meeting and convened

over the next year at the University of Michigan, Jackson State University, QECR seeks to provide a way to conncect local communities into a
Mississippi State University, and the Penn Center in South Carolina. QECR is national network of individuals and organizations commited to improving
now partnering with organizations, community members, students, parents, education for all children in America.

educators, advocates, and activists in Atlanta, Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Los
Angeles, New Orleans, and Miami. Include your community in the movement
for high quality public education for all children in America.
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